Imparting our own

lives, because you

have become very
dear to us.

REJOICING ALL SUMMER IN AMERICA

From the wedding of our niece, Kira, to a Clark family reunion in Arizona, to the village of Mondovi in Central
Wisconsin, and the northern latitudes of MichiganOs Upper Peninsula....

Sometimes you get a little older and you
begin to think you have things figured
out....that’s the way it was for me (Doug)
anyway, when it came time to return to the
States this summer to visit family, friends,
supporting churches, our home church, and just
reconnect with people. But right away God
showed me that he had special plans for the
summer that | could not have even imagined.

First, at the wedding of our niece, Kira, we
had a few extra hours between the family
luncheon and the reception. We decided to hop
in the car and drive 7 miles south to the little
town of Shelley, where my mother grew up and
her family is from.

Now, you may not think of a picture of our
family in front of a grave stone as exciting, but
I’m sure excited to share it with you!! Why?

Because, | got to show my wife, daughter, son-
in-law, and 3 grandkids the town where my mom
grew up, the cemetery where mom’s side of the
family is buried, the sugar beet factory where my
grandfather worked, and the farm that he and
grandma worked before | was even thought of.

And it was all spur-of-the-moment and
unexpected. It was like blessings dropping out
of heaven....| hadn’t planned it, but God did.

You should have seen us, running around the
cemetery looking for dead relatives....| was so
excited | could have hugged a tree.

The unexpected blessedness of those
afternoon hours set the tone for the rest of the
summer. | (Doug) spent time with my in-laws
and enjoyed it! (Please don’t tell them | was
dreading it beforehand.) | spent a few hours on
my sailboat with my brother, Hal and his kids.
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(How many Clarks does it take to rig a
sailboat after 3 years of not doing it? A lot,
+ a lot of time and 3 tries to get it right.)



We worked on our kids’ houses,
taping drywall, removing kitchen cabinets,
and changing electrical wiring. We spent
time one-on-one with kids and grandkids.
We played with kids and grandkids.

We got all our medical work done--
physicals, teeth remodeled, new
spectacles--Kay even may have gotten her
vertigo problem solved.

And biggest surprise of all--

reconnecting with peoplequite
frankly, | (Doug) have given my heart to
Ukraine over the past few years. | wasn’t
prepared for such an emotional response
to friends and supporters in churches that
we called home or that we have had a
long-term relationship with and have
grown dear to us. | wasn’t prepared for the
depth of my need for them. It made it very
hard to say goodbye again, and | wasn’t
ready for that time to come...even to the
point of avoiding some encounters
because it was too painful.

Thank you, friends, supporters, fellow
Christians, for being there for us. Thank
you, Lord, for showing me this summer
how dear they are.

Back in Ukraine....

And now we’re back in Ukraine, even
if we aren’t quite ready for it. Kay has
already been working at the school, getting
ready for first day on September 1st. She
is excited about her new class.

I'll be traveling to Nikolaiv Oblast this
weekend, going to a baptism, meeting with
the soviet (board) of IMP (Inter-church
Ministry to People), the partnership
between churches in America and Ukraine,
and meeting with pastors. I’'m excited
about encouraging churches to plan
ministry projects that churches in America
might be able to participate in via short-
term-mission trips. I’'m also looking
forward to the visit of Mike Stewart,
Director of Community Ministries
International, which is the partnership
organization of churches in America. He’ll
be coming the end of September.

Financial provisionwe want you
to know that we came back to the States
with a goal in mind for renewing financial
support. God, through his people, has
exceeded our expectations, and we are
rejoicing because of it. WeOd like you to
rejoice with us.

Thank you!!!
ePine 1lst Baptist Church Pine, Az

eOvergaard lst Southern Baptist Church
Overgaard, AZ

eFriendship Baptist Church Mondovi, WwI
elst Baptist Church 1ron River, MI
eCommunity Bible Chapel Norway, MI
eRange Community Bible Church Hurley, WI
eWoodland Church ironwood, MI

For having us be with you.

To those churches we weren’t able to visit, please
forgive us, we’ll try next time.

And a special thank you to Carney E-Free Church,
Carney, MI, for a special gift for a new church
plant in south east Ukraine to hold a children’s
day camp.
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